THE EFFECT OF HAJ ON
MUSLIM ARCHITECTURE

Spain to India
and from Africa to China, Islam exerted
a remarkably unifying influence on the
architecture of mosques, madressas, hos-
pitals and other religious buildings. Most
of the countries that the Muslims con-
quered, had already a civilisation and an
architecture of their own. Syria, part of
Armenia, and some parts of Northern
Africa including Egypt, all being parts of
the Eastern Roman Empire, followed the
fashion of their masters in architecture.
Mesopotamia, Turkestan & Afghanistan
were parts of the former Sassanian
Kingdom of Chosroes II, and Spain was
captured from the Visigoths.

0In all these localities
the principal Islamic buildings were con-
structed by craftsmen who were only
accustomed to their traditional way of
working. Under these circumstances, the
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